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Putrajaya:

rung H5N1.

Ketua Pengarah Perkhid-
matan Veterinar Datuk Dr
Quaza Nizamuddin Hassan
berkata, Malaysia mengim-
port keratan ayam dari loji
pemprosesan ayam di Liao-

Malaysia tidak
mengimport haiwan hidup
dan produk dari kawasan
Shaoyang di wilayah Hunan,
China yang dilaporkan ber-
lakunya wabak selesema bu-

1,313 kilometer (km) da-

ri tempat kejadian.
Berdasarkan laporan

media, China melapor-

sebuah ladang ternakan
di bandar Shaoyang,
dengan 4,500 ’
daripada 7,859
ayam diter-
nak di la-
dang itu y

cheng, Shangdong terletak

kan penularan HsN1 di

dilaporkan mati akibat
jangkitan virus itu.
Menurut Quaza Ni-
zamuddin, pihak ber-
. kuasa China sudah
~ mengambil tinda-
kan mengawal pe-
nyakit itu su-
; sulan  la-
poran
kes H5N1
§ itu.

terjejas wabak H5N1

tan Perkhidmatan Veterinar
juga sentiasa mengambil

sampel keratan ayam yang |

dibawa masuk untuk diuji ba-

gi penyakit H5N1, katanya se- |

malam.

“Setakat ini tiada sampel |

yang positif,” katanya.

Langkah berjaga-jaga juga |

akan ditingkatkan dan sam- |

pel akan diambil daripada se-

katanya.

i

tiap kosainmen untuk diuji,
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Malaysia tak pernah
import haiwan dari
lokasi wabak H5N1

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia tidak
pernah mengimport haiwan hi-
dup dan produk daripada Shao-
yang di wilayah Hunan, China,
kawasan dikesan terdedah Kke-
pada wabak selsema burung
H5NI1.

Ketua Pengarah Perkhidmatan
Veterinar, Datuk Dr Quaza Ni-
zamuddin Hassan Nizam, berka-
ta Malaysia mengimport keratan
ayam daripada loji pemprosesan
ayam yang berada 1,313 kilometer
daripada kawasan kejadian iaitu
di Liaocheng, Shangdong.

“Pihak berkuasa China telah
mengambil tindakan untuk me-
ngawal penyakit H5N1 yang ter-

jadi. Malaysia tidak mengimport
haiwan hidup dan produk dari-
pada kawasan ini,” katanya da-
lam satu kenyataan semalam.

Beliau berkata, jabatan sentia-
sa memantau keadaan dan ber-
hubung dengan OIE (Pertubuhan
Kesihatan Haiwan Sedunia) un-
tuk mengetahui status kedudu-
kan sebenar dari semasa ke se-
masa.

“Jabatan sentiasa mengambil
sampel keratan ayam yang di-
bawa masuk untuk diuji bagi pe-
nyakit H5N1 dan setakat ini tiada
sampel yang positif.

“Langkah berjaga-jaga akan di-
tingkatkan dan sampel akan di-

* Ketua Pengarah

& Jabatan sentiasa

mengambil
sampel keratan ayam
yang dibawa masuk
untuk diuji bagi
penyakit H5N1 dan

setakat ini tiada sampel

yang positif.

Dr Quaza Nizamuddin
Hassan Nizam, :

Perkhidmatan Veterinar

ambil daripada setiap penghan-
taran untuk diuji,” katanya.

Kementerian Pertanian dan
Hal Ehwal Luar Bandar China
melaporkan penemuan kes selse-
ma burung di sebuah ladang di
bandar Shaoyang, dalam wilayah
Hunan.

Kejadian itu berlaku di sebuah
ladang yang mempunyai 7,850

ekor ayam, dengan 4,500 ayam
mati akibat penyakit terbabit.

Susulan kes itu, pihak berkua-
Samemusnahkan 17,828 ayam ba-
gl mengelakkan kuman daripada
terus merebak.

H5N1 adalah virus influenza
yang mudah berjangkit dengan
sesetengah jenis H5N1 boleh me-
rebak kepada manusia.
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| SRR -
CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK

RETHIN T0
| NJECTNMY DAMING
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T would be convenient if the
@ 2019-nCoV coronavirus out-

+

break could be blamed solely

on Wuhan’s wildlife mar-
kets. However, scientists are
struggling to pinpoint the orig-
inal host of the virus and how it
infected people.

This leaves us with two issues
to be addressed:

WILDLIFE needs tobe protected
and measures must be taken by
all countries to end wildlife trade,
ban the exploitation and killing
of wildlife and halt the destruc-
tion of wildlife habitats, whether
or not the killing of any particular
species has an adverse impact on
human health and safety; and

TO protect human health, we
need to protect animal health
and welfare. We need to examine
how intensive animal agriculture
and low animal welfare standards .
have resulted in threats to human
health, safety and wellbeing.

History shows that not only
does eating farmed meat not in-
oculate humans against diseases,
intensive animal agriculture is al-
so a major driver of zoonosis and
disease outbreaks, referring to'in-
fectious diseases caused by bac-
teria, viruses and parasites that
spread between animals (usually
vertebrates) and humans.

If Severe Acute Respiratory
Syndrome (SARS), Ebola, West
Nile, Nipah, avian influenza and
2019-nCoV viruses were merely
transmitted to those who directly
handle and consume wildlife,
they would not have had the pan-

demic effects that they did. But
wildlife diseases can and do af-
flict domestic animals, and crogs
species to humans. Farm animals
frequently become intermediate
or amplifier hosts for pathogens.

Researchers, including those
from the Centre for Global Health
Science and Security of George-
town University, Washington DC,
estimate that 70 per cent of
zoonotic diseases come from
wildlife, and then make the leap
from wildlife to humans.

Deforestation and human en-
croachment into previously
forested areas for agriculture
have been identified as factors in
the spread of zoonosis, as farm
and domestic animals come into
contact with wildlife and wild
birds. The crowded-and un-
healthy conditions in factory
farms then expedxte the spread of
viruses such as avian influenza,
and bacterial pathogens; such as
E. coli, Campylobacter and
salmonella.

The Japanese Encephalitis
virus was transmitted by the
Culex mosquito (which feeds on
wild birds and mammals) to
farmed pigs, which became car-
riers for the virus and then am-
plified these infections in hu-
mans,

The Nipah virus became an
outbreak because virus-infected
fruit bats transmitted their virus
to the farmed pigs via the con-
sumption of fruit contaminated
with bat saliva or urine.

~ In the case of the Nipah virus

outbreak in Malaysia, there was
no evidence of direct transmis-
sion from bats to humans, and
almost all the human cases had
direct contact with the infected
pigs. Clearly abstinence from
hunting, poaching and wildlife
products would have made no

difference at all in the case of the -

Nipah virus.

Intensive animal farming is
usually characterised by high an-
imal population density and low
genetic diversity, both of which
are factors that promote in-
creased pathogen transmission
and adaptation. Farmed poultry
live in conditions that suppress
their immunity and make them
more susceptible to infections.

Avian influenza virus is report-
ed to be “subclinical or of low
pathogenicity in wild birds”, yet
become highly pathogenic when
transmitted to domestic poultry.
A 2010 study published in Vet-
erinary Record reported that a
large-scale United Kingdom sur-
vey found that battery-cage poul-
try farms are six times more likely
than cage-free farms to be infect-
ed with the strain of salmonella,
most commonly associated with
food poisoning.

The risk of zoonotic diseases
must be managed through im-
provement in farm animal wel-
fare standards, disease manage-
ment and control measures,

- These include mitigating mea-
sures such as using slower-grow-
ing animal breeds, creating diets
and management conditions that

minimise stress to animals, in-
creasing surveillance and vacci-
nation to monitor and minimise
the spread of disease or limiting
live animal transportation time.
Other efforts include investing
more in research and knowledge
transfer to improve farm animal
health and welfare standards; re-
ducing non-therapeutic antibiot-
ic use to reduce the risk of an-

_ tibiotic resistance and encourag-

ing consumers to eat less, or no
meat products, or by replacing
conventional meat products with
higher welfare animal products
such as grass-fed beef or free-
range or certified humanely
raised poultry.

On a personal level, we can re-
duce and mitigate the risk of
zoonotic diseases and infections
by choosing a plant-based diet
and limiting our exposure to
wildlife. At an institutional level,
those with the political and eco-

nomic leverage must reduce and
mitigate the said risk by disal-
lowing deforestation and expan-
sion of agricultural activities into
forested areas.

There should also be tightening
of biosecurity controls in farms
and places that process or handle
animal products, improving an-
imal health and welfare stan-
dards, replacing factory farming
systems with more humane and
sustainable systems, setting re-
strictions and guidelines on the
transportation of livestock and
poultry, and removing barriers
and creating incentives for the
development, production, and
consumption of plant-based
foods and lab-grown meat to re-
place and eventually phase out
conventionally produced farmed
meat.

WONG EE LYNN
Petaling Jaya, Selangor
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Kamarul Azli kendali 240,000 ayam sebulan

Gua Musang: Empat kali
hampir gulung tikar, ayam
mati, diserang pening dan
kerap loya serta persaingan
dengan pengusaha lain an-
tara cabaran dihadapi seo-
rang penternak ayam di si-
ni.
Bagaimanapun, semua ca-
' baran itu tidak pernah me-
matahkan semangat Kama-
rul Azli Mat Ali, 41, dari
Kampung Lepan Jaya di sini,
untuk bangkit dan menerus-
kan legasi penternakan

ayam diusahakan arwah
ayahnya.

Menurutnya, dia mula ter-
babit dalam penternakan
ayam sejak berusia 20 tahun,
sebelum mengambil alih da-
ripada Allahyarham bapa-
nya, Mat Ali Ab Rahman,
yang meninggal dunia enam
tahun lalu.

Katanya, antara cabaran
yang dihadapi adalah ribuan
ayam mati akibat serangan
penyakit menyebabkannya
kerugian RM20,000.

“Keadaan itu menyebab-
kan saya terpaksa mencari
modal pusingan lain.

“Bukan itu sahaja, saya ke-
rap loya dan pening lebih
setahun kerana bau najis
ayam ketika mula mence-
burkan diri dalam bidang
ini]” katanya ketika ditemui
di sini, kelmarin.

Kamarul Azli berkata, ca-
baran paling besar adalah
ketika mengambil alih ope-

“Saya perlu mengendali-
kan 240,000 ayam sebulan
membabitkan 20 reban.

“Agak sukar tetapi saya
nekad untuk memastikan
penternakan ayam ini dapat
diteruskan, sekali gus me-
neruskan amanah daripada
arwah ayah,” katanya.

Lebih penting, katanya,
dia turut memberi peluang
pekerjaan - kepada  lima
adik-beradiknya lain yang

rasi selepas arwah ayahny
meninggal dunia.

ternakan ayam itu.

L Azli menunjukkan ayam

kan miliknya di Gua Mt




